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Mef Publishes Ethernet Interconnect Point (Eip) Implementation Agreement To Streamline

Standardized Interconnection Of Carrier Networks

Description

Industry Collaboration Maximizes Coverage Of Carrier Ethernet 2.0 Standards To Support Third Network
Services

Los Angeles, 12 April 2016 - The Mef (Www.mef.net) Is Pleased To Announce The Publication Of The
Milestone Ethernet Interconnect Point (Eip) Enni Implementation Agreement – Mef 54 . This
Implementation Agreement (Ia) Is Designed To Streamline The Interconnection Of Operator Networks
To Support End-To-End Carrier Ethernet (Ce) Services. The Ia Provides Practical Guidance So Operators
Can Evolve Their Networks To Meet Full Ce 2.0 E-Access Interconnection Capabilities. The Ia Gives
Operators The Steps Involved To Create These New Interconnections Either All At Once Or In A Series Of
Steps. The Ia Represents The Completion Of Phase 1 Of The Mef Eip Project.

“The Purpose Of The Eip Project Is To Produce A Series Of Implementation Agreements/ Guidelines To
Create A More Efficient Marketplace Of Interconnected Operators Offering Standardized Ce 2.0 Services
That Interoperate Effectively Over Two Or More Networks,” Said Nan Chen, President Of The Mef. “Eip
Progress Is Key To Future Industry Growth And Innovation Because Widely Deployed And
Interconnected Ce 2.0 Networking Fabrics Will Form The Foundation Upon Which To Build Agile,
Assured, And Orchestrated Third Network Services.”

“More Than A Dozen Mef Member Companies Participated In Phase 1 Of The Eip Project That Included
Rapid Prototype Testing At The University Of New Hampshire’s Interoperability Lab,” Said Chen. “We
Want To Thank These Companies For Contributing To Move The Industry Forward: At&T, Verizon,
Windstream, Centurylink, Frontier, Telepacific, Accedian, Alcatel-Lucent (Nokia), Canoga Perkins, Ciena,
Cisco, Juniper, Rad, And Veryx Technologies.”

On A Journey To Standardized Enni Interconnections
The Global Carrier Ethernet Services Market Is ~$50 Billion And Growing Steadily, But The Mef Saw That
Operators Were Challenged To Interconnect Their Networks In A Consistent And Easily Replicable
Manner. Although The Mef Has Created Multiple Specifications (Including Mef 33) To Pave The Way
Toward Standardized “Plug-And-Play” Ce 2.0 Interconnections, Most Operators Still Use Non-Standard,
Custom-Built, Network-To-Network Interconnections (Nnis) That Are Slow And Costly To Set Up. The

http://www.mef.net
https://www.mef.net/Assets/Technical_Specifications/PDF/MEF-54.pdf
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Mef Surveyed Its Operator Community To Understand Why The Market Was Not Moving Towards
Standardization Faster And Uncovered Key Obstacles That Needed To Be Addressed. This Spawned The
Creation Of The Eip Project: An Assembly Of Large Operators Under One Roof, In A Test-Bed
Environment, Focused On Resolving Obstacles Together.

“Our Goal Is To Enable Operators To Make Informed Decisions And Take The Next Step On Their Journey
Toward Standardized Interconnects,” Said Dan Blemings, Director Of Ethernet Product Management,
At&T Mobile And Business Solutions. “A Growing Community Of Operators Using Efficient And Scalable
Ethernet Interconnections Will Cut Provisioning Times, Eliminate The Need For Operators To Certify
Each Other, And Make It Easier To Deliver Ce 2.0 Services To More Locations Outside Their Own
Footprints.”

Phases Of Eip Work
The Mef, Recognizing That Many Operators Around The World Currently May Not Be In A Good Position
To Implement All Of The Capabilities Of Standard Interconnections, Has Split The Eip Project Into
Multiple Phases. Each Phase Of The Eip Project Will Use A Rapid Prototyping Model To Validate And
Refine An Initial Set Of Use Cases, Service Attribute Specifications, And Test Cases.

Phase 1 Of The Project (Announced Today As Mef 54) Included The Most Basic Interconnection Possible:
An Ethernet Private Line Created Using Two E-Access Epl Services From Different Operators With An Enni
Interconnect Between Them.

Phase 2 – Which Currently Is In Progress – Will Add Test Cases With Greater Complexity And New Use
Cases Focused On Evpl And E-Transit (Epl And Evpl). Additional Considerations Include Color Awareness,
Class Of Service, End-To-End Service Oam, And Lso (Lifecycle Service Orchestration).

Jeff Brown, Director Of Marketing & Product Management, Windstream
“Phase 1 Of The Eip Resulted In Meaningful Best Practices For Ethernet Service Providers To Use When
Establishing Interconnections With Each Other, Particularly As It Relates To The Treatment Of Tag
Protocol Identifiers, Or Tpids. We Look Forward To Working With The Other Network Operators And
Equipment Vendors To Continue To Drive The Value Proposition Of The Eip As We Tackle Evpl And E-
Transit In The Phase 2 Rapid Prototyping”.

Bruce Eldridge, Principal Architect, Centurylink Business, Centurylink
“The Initial Phase Of The Mef Eip Project Has Brought Centurylink Together In Collaboration With Other
Operators And Has Provided Preliminary Results That, In The End, Will Benefit Centurylink And Other
Operators When Selling And Purchasing Ethernet Access Services Used For Mef Epl Service Creation.
Centurylink Anticipates That The Ia Framework Of Interoperability Will Enhance Serviceability, Service
Functionality, Product Development, Ordering And Operating Efficiencies Related To Provisioning Multi-
Provider Ethernet Services. Centurylink Is Looking Forward To The Results Of Additional Phases Of The
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Mef Eip Project That Will Integrate And Align The Eip Project Phases With Other Mef Projects That
Further The Adoption Of Ethernet Services.”

Lisa Partridge, Senior Manager Data Market Management, Frontier Communications
“Through Our Continued Evolution And Growth, We Recognized Early On How Imperative This
Implementation Agreement Would Become. Particularly When You Look At The Current Tdm Landscape
And Realize The Magnitude Of Transitioning To Ethernet, Followed By Ip, And All Of The Nuances
Associated, It Is Extremely Paramount That Your Back Office Is Positioned To Withstand Such A
Significant Shift. This Ia Will Aid In That Shift.”

Dave Zahn, Senior Vice President Marketing, Telepacific
“Telepacific’s Ethernet Ecosystem Is Critical To Both Our Customers’ And Our Own Growth. Working
With The Mef And Our Fellow Mef Carrier And Equipment Manufacturer Members Is Exciting And
Rewarding. The Eip Initiative Allows Telepacific To Help Pave The Way For Agile, Assured And
Orchestrated Standards That Enable The Advanced End-To-End Services Today’s Businesses Depend On
In Order To Grow. Eip Is A Careful And Rigorous Effort In Standards Development To Deliver The Next-
Generation Environment That Our Unified Communications, Data Networking And Managed Services
Solutions Need To Meet Our Customers’ Rapidly Evolving Requirements Across Multiple Carrier
Networks."

Tim Sheehan, Technical Manager, University Of New Hampshire Interoperability Lab
“The University Of New Hampshire’s Interoperability Laboratory Is Pleased To Be Working With The Mef
And Its Members To Perform Enni Interconnection Testing, Help Overcome Obstacles That Impede
Market Efficiency, And Foster Global Adoption Of Standardized Carrier Ethernet Services.”

About The Mef

The Mef Is The Driving Force Enabling Agile, Assured And Orchestrated Third Network Services For The
Digital Economy And The Hyper-Connected World, With User-Directed Control Over Network Resources
And Cloud Connectivity. Optimized For Real-Time, Qos-Enabled, Secured Traffic And Integration Of
Value-Added Network Functions-As-A-Service, Third Network Services Are Delivered Over Automated,
Virtualized, And Interconnected Networks Globally Powered By Lso, Sdn, And Nfv.

The Mef Leverages Its Global 200+ Network Operators And Technology Vendor Community, Builds Upon
The Robust $80 Billion Carrier Ethernet Market, And Provides A Practical Evolution To The Third Network
With Lso, Sdn, And Nfv Implementations That Build Upon A Ce 2.0 Foundation.

The Mef Has Established A Technical And Implementation Framework That Includes Architecture,
Information Models, Service Definitions, Operational Processes, Open Source Community, And
Certification Programs. Mef Work Is Conducted Internally And – Under The Guidance Of The Mef Unite
Program – In Collaboration With Global Standards Organizations And Open Source Projects. For More
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Information, See Www.mef.com.

Mef16 (Www.mef16.Com) Is The Mef's Global Networking Event That Will Bring Together The Ecosystem
Of Players Enabling The Transition To Third Network Services And Showcase Demonstrations Of
Leading-Edge Service & Technology Innovations For The Hyper-Connected World.

http://www.mef.com/
http://www.mef.com/

